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He's giggling uncontrollably,
CAROLINE. What s it? Is it a pig?
FRED. Ha! No.

MISS GRUB. Oh! I know! I have found j

is! il W Wha it
FRED. What?
MISS GRUB. It’s your Uncle Scrooge!
FRED nods and laughs.
The S burst out laughing buz the Smile is ywipey o
SCROOGE s face.

He turns away sadly.
TOPPER (offstage). I call foul!

CAROLINE (offstage). Why, Mr Topper?

TOPPER. Because Mr Choke

pear there asked if it were 4 bear
and Fred said ‘no’!

They laugh again. SCROOGE Is downcast then suddenly

notices the change in the GHOST. Its hair is Snow-white and
its ruddy face lined with age.

_ SCROOGE. Spirit, Youare... Are..

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT. My life upon this globe
is very brief. It ends tonight.

SCROOGE. Tonpj ght!

GHOST OF CHRIS
Hark! The time 1

- are spirits’ lives so short?

TMAS PRESENT. Toni ght at midnight.
S drawing near!
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ACT THREE
Scene One

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT g5 before o 1,
throne of food and goodies. There’s something deligh;fully s
boozy and Falstaffian about the GHOST ’s ruddy face, but
there's an edge to him too, a manic, carnal glint in the eye thy;
speaks more of the Pagan Green Man than of Santa Claus. ,

SCROOGE edges his way in. The GHOST raises g blazing
torch, like a Horn of Plenty.

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT. You have never seen the
likes of me before!

SCROOGE. Never!

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT. I am the Ghost of
Christmas Present. T

SCROOGE. I guessed as much.

The GHOST downs a huge goblet of wine. Most of it spills t
down his beard and chest. ‘

SCROOGE. How... how many brothers do you have?

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESE

hundred! NT. More than eighteen

SCROOGE. A tremendous family to provide for!

: I su
must have independent means — Ppose you

The GHOST silences him with a glare. T},

€n lau h A
and stuffs pie into his mouth. 8hs heartily






